





Whirlpool Galaxy (M 51)
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Submillimeter Image

Distance from the Sun: 23,000,000 light years

The submillimeter image of the Whirlpool Galaxy
highlights cold dust where current and future star
formation takes place. The pronounced spiral arms are
believed to be the result of a close encounter with its
companion galaxy. This interacton may also be
responsible for much enhanced star-forming activities.
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Distance from the Sun: 23,000,000 light years

M 51 (NGC5194) is a spiral galaxy seen face-on. As it
interacts with NCG 5195, a small companion galaxy,
stars are stripped from the smaller galaxy. M 51 contains
many star-forming regions, seen in pink along its grand
design spiral arms,
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