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United Kingdom Infrared Telescope 
©  Joint Astronomy Centre 
outreach.jach.hawaii.edu 

Infrared
 Mirror:  3.8 m /  12.5’


Since 1979


© IYA2009 Japan, Fujii & Takata


The United Kingdom Infrared Telescope (UKIRT) is the 
largest telescope in the world dedicated entirely to 
infrared observations. The telescope has a very wide field 
camera which generates a lot of data: 150 CDs’ worth per 
night. Observations range from nearby planets to the 
    most distant galaxies in the Universe.




Infrared
 Visible


♠

7

♠

7


Gemini Observatory 
©  Gemini Observatory / AURA 

www.gemini.edu 

Mirror:  8.1 m /  26.6’


Since 1999


© IYA2009 Japan, Fujii & Takata


The Gemini North telescope has a yellow sodium laser 
which is used to remove blurriness from images caused 
by the Earth's atmosphere. Its twin, Gemini South, is 
located high in the Andes mountains in Chile. Seven 
countries share support of the twin telescopes.
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Subaru Telescope 
©  Subaru Telescope, NAOJ 

subarutelescope.org 

Mirror:  8.2 m /  26.9’


Since 1999


© IYA2009 Japan, Fujii & Takata


The Subaru Telescope has the biggest single mirror of 
the telescopes on Mauna Kea. 261 robotic fingers 
support the primary mirror to maintain its precise shape. It 
is unique because it uses 4 foci for observations. Subaru 
is named after the old Japanese word for the Pleiades 
    star cluster (Makali‘i in Hawaiian).





